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SCRUBBER SYSTEMS: 

TROUBLESHOOTING &  

OPTIMIZATION 

Since January 1, 2020, the new IMO sulfur 

regulation is in force. Since then, more than 

3000 scrubber systems from different 

suppliers have been installed and 

commissioned. Practice has shown that 

many scrubbers do not perform as ship 

owners expected. In addition, many 

systems have been shown to operate 

inefficiently, driving up operating costs 

unnecessarily. 

Operating a scrubber system that is not 

working optimally causes additional work 

for both the crew on board and the team 

ashore. 

But how do you manage this additional task 

alongside your demanding day-to-day 

business? 

The Xperts support you! 

We help you to validate the errors of your 

scrubber system and work out a proposal to 

fix the problem, so that you can use your 

valuable resources for other tasks! 

Typical challenges we have faced include: 

• Exceeding emission values (SO2/CO2) 

• Error-induces shut down due to swell 

• Too high exhaust gas back pressure 

• Non-compliance of the washwater dis-

charge criteria 

• Washwater carry over 

When you are confronted with such a 

problem, the first step is to clearly identify 

the cause of the problem so that you can, 

for example, file a warranty claim with your 

supplier. 

 

The next step is to develop a concept for a 

sustainable solution that can be imple-

mented with the least possible effort. 

Even without on-board visit! 

Even in situations where an on-board visit 

is unfeasible, a thorough analysis of your 

documents and scrubber operating data 

can provide valuable information on the 

cause of the problem and possible 

optimization measures that will sustainably 

reduce the system's operating costs. 

With our expertise in the field of problem 

solving and optimization of scrubber 

systems, we are at your disposal. 

What we would like to offer you! 

• Clear identification of the causes of the 

problem 

• Analysis of the technical scrubber 

documents 

• Validation of operational data to 

determine optimization potential 

• Elaboration of optimization proposals 

• Developing of an optimized operating 

strategy to reduce the operating costs 

of the scrubber system 




